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CONFIDENTIAL
WITH SECRET ATTACHMENT

SYSTEM II
90707

Executive Begisty ‘
85- 4891X

s

MEMORANDUM FOR THE
THE Yo
THE SECRETARY ENSE
THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY
THE DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE
THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
THE DIRECTOR, ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT AGENCY

SUBJECT: Ratification of
Nuclear Testing

pg Treaties Limiting

The President has approved
Decision Directive (NSDD-
on nuclear testing, prov
existing treaties limit
future steps to be taken;

National Security

ibrth United States policy
ratification of

, and setting forth

FOR THE PRESIDENT:

bhn M. Poindexter

Attachment:
NSDD-247 (S)

CONFIDENTIAL
WITH SECRET ATTACHMENT
Declassify on: OADR
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SECRET SR System II
90707

NATIONAL SECURITY DECIS
DIRECTIVE NUMBER 247

Ratification of Existing Treaties Limiting Nuclear Testing (U)

United States policy on nuclear testing limitations is clear:

First, our highest arms control priority in the area of
nuclear testing has been and remains to seek verification
improvements to the existing Test Ban Treaty (TTBT) and
Peaceful Nuclear Explosions Tz PNET). I have made it clear
that, once the Soviets agree ovements which would permit
effective verification, I a ed to move forward on
ratification of these two

Second, as I have m
once our verification cop
treaties have been rati
reduce and ultimately e
prepared to engage in dit
step-by-step parallel pr
nuclear testing. (U)

eral Secretary Gorbachev,
satisfied and the

iciation with a program to

ar weapons, we are

s to implement a

g and ultimately ending

Third, the United States remains committed to the ultimate
goal of the total elmination nuclear testing, a goal endorsed by
every U.S. President since President Eisenhower. While a
comprehensive test ban remains a long-term objective of the
United Staes, however, such a ban must be viewed in the context
of a time when we do not need to depend on nuclear deterrence to
ensure international security and stability, and when we have
achieved broad, deep, and veri prms reductions,
substantially 1mproved verifi apabilities, expanded
confidence-building measures eater balance in conventional
forces. (U) "

In order to make progress
Union to negotiate verif
necessary Congressional %
decided to take two new

als, induce the Soviet
ents, and ensure the
r objectives, I have

Gorbachev in Reykjavik
or to the initiation of
next year, agree to

First, I informed G
that, that if the Soviet \
ratification proceedings i
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ocedures which could be
ideration in the form of a

I will, as a first order
est the advice and

. the TTB and PNE

fails to agree to the
ments prior to the
'still seek Senate advice
ervation to the treaties
ffect until I am able to
(C)

essential TTBT/PNET verific
submitted to the Senate for
protocol or other approprig
of business for the 100t
consent of the Senate to
treaties. However, if
required package of veri
convening of the 100th C
and consent, but with an
that would ensure they wo
certify they are effectively

Second, I informed the General Secretary that, once our
TTBT/PNET verification concerns have been satisfied and the
treaties have been ratified, I will propose that the United
States and the Soviet Union immediately engage in negotiations on

ways to implement a step-by-step parallel program -- in
association with a program to reduce and ultimately eliminate all
nuclear weapons -- of limiting and 1ltimately ending nuclear

testing. Pendlng additional
on the precise form such a s
forum in which such discussi

» I have reserved judgement

In order to implement thi
State to prepare, and su
week prior to the conven
message seeking Senate
message should include
the Secretaries of Defen
ratification would not t
the treaties are effectiv

request the Secretary of
oval not later than one
Congress, an appropriate

to ratification. The
lhtion, to be prepared by
fintly, that would ensure
I am able to certify

(C)
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